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We would like to acknowledge the  traditional owners of this land our school 

stands on, the Barapa Barapa people, and pay our  respects to the elders both 

past and present. 

Principal’s Report  

Our Hopes for Your Children in 2021 

During our staff briefing on the first day of the year, all staff wrote down what our hopes are for 
2021 for our students after a very challenging and tough 2020. These are the things that we care 
deeply about, as your children are our number one priority. Below is the poster we created that will 
be on display in our staff room to continually remind us of what is important to us at Kerang South. 

 I hope  that our students can return to a bit of ‘normal’ and feel a part of our school 
community, feeling valued and successful. 

 I hope that all the students here can experience success in 
one thing or another, and consequently get to feel proud of 
themselves for that success. 

 I hope the kids know they are safe, supported, courageous 
and fabulous. We are proud of them no matter what. 

 I hope all the students at KSPS feel happy, safe and connected 
at school. I want them to feel successful and valued. 

 I hope that every child in my class has the opportunity, every 
day, to learn in an environment where they feel safe and 
respected. I hope every child feels accepted. 

 I hope that all students in this school believe they are capable 
of achieving success and know they can ask for help to 
improve. 

 I hope that every child feels connected to our school and 
knows there are staff members who believe in them and care 
for them. I hope every child has a connection another student - a friend. 

 I hope my students feel happy and safe in the classroom. 

 I hope they feel safe, I hope they feel valued, I hope they all achieve in their own way and feel 
success, I hope they make meaningful friendships, I hope they feel comfortable to speak up and 
have a voice. 

 I hope all of our kids feel good about themselves and know that we believe in them. 

 I hope every child will feel confident and safe in our learning environment and every child 
knows they can come to an adult of their choice and talk anytime. 

 I hope my kids are happy and are aware of how much I care about them. I want them to know 
how much I love them. 

 

 

9/2 Safer Internet Day 2021 (eSafety) 

10/2 Prep Rest Day 

11/2 KSPS Swimming Sports 

12/2 FFF starts (depending on helpers) 

15/2 Zone Swimming Trials 

17/2 Prep Rest Day 

17/2 Information Night for Families 

Grades 2/3 to 5/6 

18/2 Dream Seeds Workshop Gr 5/6 

22/2 School Council Meeting 

6:40pm Finance 7:00 pm Meeting 

22/2 Mallee Zone Swimming 

23/2 Prep and Grade 1 BBQ and          

Information Night 

24/2  Final Prep Rest Day    

1/3 School Review - Validation Day4/3 

4/3 School Review - Field Work Day 

10/3 SCHOOL PHOTOS  

15/3 School Review - Final Day 
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 Reading Expectation for All Students - The Importance of Daily Reading 

It is a school expectation that every child reads every night of the school week as a part of their home 
reading.  The only way to become a better reader is to read on a daily basis at school and at home. 
Children need to read to an adult who can monitor what they are reading and help them when they 
need help e.g. a tricky word, the meaning of a new word, asking questions about the book to see if 
they understood what they were reading, especially in the junior grades. Teachers will let grade levels 
know what parents need to do with readers e.g. sign reader folders, older students have to write a 
sentence about the book and get a parent signature. Reading to your child/ren is also very beneficial as 
we can model what good readers do. 

Staff Meetings 

Staff meetings are an important time for all teachers to meet for planning, organisation and discussions. They are held on 
Wednesdays from 3:30 - 5:00 pm. It would be greatly appreciated if you plan any catch
-ups with teachers at times other than Wednesdays after school.  Thank-you. 

House Captains 

House Captain speeches / voting was held today and the students did a wonderful job 
of demonstrating confidence, resilience and courage. It’s not easy putting yourself out 
there to speak publicly in front of your peers and adults. Congratulations to the 
following students for being elected by their peers. We know they will represent our 
school responsibly and proudly at sports events. 

Gold 

Captain - Brielle Robinson 

Vice Captains - Emily McNeil 

Tan 

Captains - Huey Bremner 

Vice Captains - Emma Hempenstall and Rhys McKenzie 

NB: We will also let School Captains know when their badges will be presented. 

 

Swimming Program 

Our swimming and water safety program was completed this week with swimming on Monday and Tuesday. Our Tan versus 
Gold Swimming Carnival will be held at the Kerang Swimming Pool this Thursday 11th February. Events will be run in levels and 
commence at 10:00am approximately. Relays will be run at the conclusion of level swimming events followed by the 
presentations.  Thank you to those parents who have returned the  parent helpers note. Please let Mrs. McGowan know if you 
can help out. 
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 2021 Class Information Sessions 

Classroom Information Sessions will be held next week for parents of all grades from 2/3 to 6 students - a note with times will 
go home soon. The Prep and 1/2W session will be held on Tuesday 23rd February (in conjunction with the Prep/1 family 
barbeque - note to go home soon). The aim of these sessions is to keep our school community up to date and informed of 
classroom procedures and protocols, which often change from year to year. 

Parents and carers are invited to attend these sessions on:    Wednesday 17th February from 5:30pm 

The information sessions will run in a staggered format to allow for families with students in more than one area and will run 
as follows: 

Sessions will include the opportunity to ask questions and outline: 

 Classroom procedures and protocols for 2018. 

 Homework requirements and routines. 

 Treat of the Term, special events. 

 Camps and excursions. 

 Curriculum outlines. 

 Use of ICT and Sentral app. 

Message to Parents From School Crossing Supervisors - 8:00-9:00 am and 3:00-4:00 pm 

Our job is to keep your children safe on the road around the school. Please help us keep them safe by obeying ALL the SIGNS 
between Pay Street and the railway line. NO PARKING in front of the school. 

ALL marked bays on the school side of street have parking restrictions during school times. Please take note of the signs. The 
buses need all the space to safely unload and load your children. 

It is illegal to pull up inside the crossing sign posts to drop your 
children off while the flags are out. Please don’t force us to report 
you to the By Laws Officer. 

KEEP THEM SAFE… 

 

Safer Internet Day - Today 

On Safer Internet Day the world comes together with a shared 
vision of making online experiences better for everyone.  

As a part of our commitment to Child Safe Standards, 

Department requirements for child safety and the 

Victorian Curriculum, students will participate in 

lessons / activities / events throughout the year that 

promote empowerment and safety strategies.  

Today all grades have been doing activities to learn 
about being safe when online. They have also looked 
at the new User Agreement (based on Department of 
Education and Training guidelines) for Grades P-2 and 
Grades 3-6. All students and parents / carers need to know what is expected at school when using devices to ensure the safety 
of students. A copy of the new agreement will go home to every family and needs to be signed by a parent / carer and the 
student and returned to school ASAP. 

A parent information document from the eSafety Commission - eSafety’s Parent Guide to Cyberbullying and Online Drama has 
been sent home to every family via the email address on our system. It has valuable hyperlinks to resources you can use with 
your children. Our school Facebook Policy will also be sent home to all families this week. 

School Council Elections 

Our School Council election will be coming up in March.  All government schools in Victoria have a School Council. They are 
legally formed bodies that are given powers to set key directions of a school within centrally provided guidelines.  

There are three categories of members for school councils. They are: 

· Elected parent category 

· Elected DET employee category 

· Optional community member category 

The council at K.S.P.S. consists of 12 members with 7 being parents, 4 being DET employees and 1 being a community member.  

There are currently vacancies for 2 elected parent members. 

Any interested parent who wishes to stand for election for School Council must complete a nomination form by 4.00 pm on 
Wednesday 3rd March. Nomination forms will be available from the office. If there are more nominations than there are 
school council positions, then a ballot will be held.  
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 Reader of the Week 
 Harrison Gurnett 

 Mathematician of the 
 Week     Kai Tuck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

Bookclub Issue 1 has gone home with students last week. 

Orders can be made on-line, via the LOOP app. or send your paper order 
and money into the office. 

Many thanks to Michelle Sutcliffe for co-ordinating our Bookclub orders 
again this year. 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/  

KSPS Pupils of the Week 

Prep D   

1/2W  Ayden Velibekova 

2/3BT Ollie McKnight 

3/4T  Deklyn Brennan 

5/6T  Bowan McKenzie 

5/6S  Jake Baulch 

Community Spirit 3/4T  Haylee Chesnais 

Learning  5/6S Chase McKenzie 

Respect  2/3B Gabby Bico 

Inclusiveness  1/2W Lachlan Heaviside 

   5/6T Zander Burton 

KSPS Values Awards 

  SUNSMART   

Apart from wearing sleeves and a hat outside, could 

all students please bring their own sunscreen to 

school for applying during recess and lunchtimes.  

Sunscreen generally needs to be applied every 

couple of hours and after swimming. 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/?fbclid=IwAR3wpo6-kyEHzqzgV1-m-Z1sEX-vPVVKnMIEj2PPSc3Ejyt3lRRp3rOyH7M
https://www.scholastic.com.au/book-club/book-club-parents/
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If you haven't signed up for the Sentral Parent 
Portal yet, here is the video that will take you 
through the process step by step. If you require 
another copy of your access code, please contact 
the office to arrange this. 

https://vimeo.com/270556778?
fbclid=IwAR0_3ENiGnx4-s2L5KEA-
_2rF6CXq81LndqwsmbgDTsMLOf0IgEeVeAvDUo  

iPads for 2021 

Students in Grades 3-6 are expected to have their own iPad at school, which they 
purchase ready for Grade 3. This iPad should last them the 4 years they have 
remaining at primary school.  

We have a school portal with JB HI Fi, which has just been updated.  They offer 
special school prices but it’s still a good idea to Google and shop around.   

FREE DELIVERY ONCE A MONTH TO SCHOOL 

Please visit the following website: www.jbeducation.com.au/byod 

Our new school code for parents is: KERANG2021 

 

NB:  Just be aware that due to Covid-19, there is a wait for some iPads so you will need 
to order early. It’s always good to Google around for prices. Currently the prices on the 
JB Hi Fi school portal are cheaper than retail but this could change so keep checking. 

Apple prices don’t tend to vary too much unless a new model is about to be released. 

As parents we are always trying to teach our 
children how to behave, treat others and 

succeed in life.  

We always want what is best for them and 
for them to be a kind, warm hearted and 

model citizens.  

We read books on how to raise a child, we 
seek advice from friends and family, and 

make the biggest effort we can to raise our 
children right.  

At the end of the day, however, there is one 
key way to lead your children down the right 
path, and that’s by setting a good example. 

 
    2021 

Term Dates 
Start date 

Finish 
date 

Term 1 

Staff return 27th 
January 

Students return 

1 April 

Term 2 19 April 25 June 

Term 3 12 July 17 Sept 

Term 4 4 Oct 17 Dec 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

School starts 8:50am (students are not to arrive before 8:30am) 

Recess 10:50—11:20am 

Lunch 1:20—2:20pm 

Finish time 3:20pm 

Assembly is held every Friday morning 8:50 am—9:15am. Everyone is 
welcome and encouraged to attend. 

Parents and friends, please remember to sign in and out via the 
office iPad if you are visiting the school or students are arriving 
late/leaving early. 

During Covid - please sign in using the QR code or manually at 
the office. 

 

UNIFORM STORE—PLEASE NOTE CHANGES 

Our school uniform is only available at the school uniform store.  

Our uniform store is coordinated by Ms Hudson and run by parent helper, 
Veralinda Threlfall. 

Uniform Store Hours - Mon, Wed, Fri     8:40 am - 9:00 am 

Uniform orders can also be placed and paid for at the office or 

completed online - https://form.jotform.com/202801141385850 .  

They will be filled ASAP and given to students. Payment must be 
made before uniforms go home. 

Second hand uniforms are available (depending on availability) for $5 per 
item. 

ADMINISTRATION 

Please advise us of any change of circumstances, living arrangements, 
email, phone or address changes as soon as possible so that we can update 
our records. This can also be completed online via Sentral or via https://
form.jotform.com/203498952696878 

 

ILLNESS OR AWAY FROM SCHOOL 

It is a DET requirement that we have a valid reason for any absences. We 
are required to contact families on the day of any unexplained absence. 
Please contact the school via Sentral, phone or email if your child is away 
for any reason on each day they are away. 

https://vimeo.com/270556778?fbclid=IwAR0_3ENiGnx4-s2L5KEA-_2rF6CXq81LndqwsmbgDTsMLOf0IgEeVeAvDUo
https://vimeo.com/270556778?fbclid=IwAR0_3ENiGnx4-s2L5KEA-_2rF6CXq81LndqwsmbgDTsMLOf0IgEeVeAvDUo
https://vimeo.com/270556778?fbclid=IwAR0_3ENiGnx4-s2L5KEA-_2rF6CXq81LndqwsmbgDTsMLOf0IgEeVeAvDUo
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.jbeducation.com.au%2Fbyod&data=02%7C01%7CLyn.Veall%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cf1f00fee9b5f405a06cf08d8428450b0%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637332483359318897&sdata=U55%2BcrT7A
https://form.jotform.com/202801141385850?fbclid=IwAR2E8ueMdIWFHfiPDzrY_Ux1mLS_ejlfGKvyeXeE5y5m4niHeL6jlODuzLo
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Kerang, Cohuna and Pyramid Hill Catholic Parishes News. 

Due to Covid 19 and lockdowns, communication with local schools was not possible in 2020. There-
fore if there is any child in grades 3 or 4, in either of the three parishes, who missed receiving the 
sacrament of Reconciliation last year, and who wishes to prepare for the sacrament, please con-
tact Parish Priest Father Novelito Lim on 54521041, or email stpatker@bigpond.com or contact 
Christine 0400 301 674. Preparation will occur in March. Thank You.  

Healthy Lunchbox Week 

This week is Healthy Lunchbox Week (7-13 February). 
Healthy Lunchbox week is an initiative of Nutrition 
Australia that aims to inspire families to create healthy 
and enjoyable lunchboxes. This week we have created a 
healthy guide that can help inspire families to create a 
balanced lunchbox. 

Nutrition Australia are running a competition for families 
- link below. 

https://www.lifeeducation.org.au/.../australias... 

mailto:stpatker@bigpond.com
https://www.lifeeducation.org.au/about-us/partners/woolworths-fresh-food-kids/australias-healthiest-lunchbox?fbclid=IwAR0PWn_sTj_4XxNpd0zSj8LWjRUk8SfGdhJbq7fxo1jjsIYiR7DpaK6W_t4
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THANK YOU  

TO OUR NEWSLETTER SPONSORS.  

PLEASE SUPPORT THESE WONDERFUL 

BUSINESSES THAT SUPPORT OUR 

SCHOOL. 

G.J. & D.A. Maconachie 

Proprietor: Gary & Debbie 

Maconachie 

Automotive Electrician 

33 Muir Ave, Kerang.  3579. 

All Auto Electrical  Repairs - Power 

Tools, Repairs @ UHF Radios Sales 

Phone   03 5452 2305  A.H.  

03 5452 1712 

 


